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Background 

• Price is an important determinant of demand for tobacco products and a highly effective lever for
reducing tobacco use

• Little is known about the distribution and pricing strategies used by tobacco companies in low-and
middle-income countries

Methods 

• In 2015-16, three brand variants were systematically purchased in
nine low- and middle-income countries (Bangladesh, Brazil,
China, India, Indonesia, Philippines, Russia, Thailand, Vietnam)

• The brand variants included a popular national and international
variant in each country, and Marlboro Reds in all countries

• Brand variants were selected by combining information from
Euromonitor, Global Adult Tobacco Surveys, and in-country
partners

• In each country, a brand variant purchase was attempted from
one vendor in each of 12 low, middle, and high socioeconomic
areas in three major cities (four in India, five in China)

Three Brand Variants: Example from Vietnam 

 

Left to right: National brand (Vinataba, Vietnam National 
Tobacco), International brand (Bastos, Imperial), Marlboro 
Red (PMI) 

Results 

Three Brand Variants Availability: Overall and by Socioeconomic Status 
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• The average price of Marlboro Reds was
significantly higher than the other variants in five
out of seven countries

• In Brazil, Marlboro pricing was not significantly
different from the national variant, and in
Indonesia, Marlboros were more affordable than
the other variants

• On average, the price range in Marlboro Reds was
$1.09 compared to $0.36 for the national variant
and $0.23 for the other international variant

• The removal of foreign and duty free Marlboro Reds
does not change the average price results, but
decreases the price range to $0.48

• In every country, Marlboro Reds were readily
available; a pack was found in every city and
socioeconomic area visited

• The other popular brand variants were less widely
available. Samples in India and Philippines were
too small for within country comparisons

Three Brand Variants Price Distribution 
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Conclusions 

• Differences were found in availability and pricing at the country and brand variant levels
• Possible explanations for the availability and price distribution findings include the demand for other

tobacco products (India), the availability of multiple Marlboro Red presentations (Bangladesh, China, India,
Philippines), and price controls (max price, India, Russia; min price, Indonesia)

Acknowledgement: This work was supported with funding from Bloomberg Philanthropies’ Bloomberg Initiative to Reduce Tobacco Use (bloomberg.org) 

www.globaltobaccocontrol.org/tpackss 

http://bloomberg.org
http://www.globaltobaccocontrol.org/tpackss

	Availability and Price Distribution of Three Popular Brand Variants in Nine Countries
	Background 
	Methods 
	Results 
	Conclusions 





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Welding_WCTOH2018_eposter.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

