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Background 

• Bidis (hand-rolled cigarettes) and smokeless tobacco  
(SLT) account for 8 1%  of  tobacco  consumption i n In dia

• Over 7 0  million In dians use  bidis and  almost 200 million 
use  SLT p roducts 

• Bidis and  SLT ar e  particularly  popular o utside of  urban
  
areas  and  among poorer,  less educated  consumers
 

• This  study  examines  the brand  variability,  price,  and  
presence  of  an In dian h ealth war ning  label  (HWL)  for
  
bidi  and  SLT p acks  in s emi-urban an d  rural  towns 

Methods 

• The Tobacco Pack Surveillance System  (TPackSS) 
project systematically  collects  unique  tobacco packs
  
sold in  low- and  middle-income  countries with h igh  
tobacco  use 

• From  October 2 6  to November 2 3,  2017,  bidis  and SLT
  
products  were  collected  in f ive  states  (see  map), 
selected based on p olitical  significance, geographic 
diversity  and  prevalence  of  bidi  and  SLT u sers 

• Within e ach s tate,  five towns were selected: 
o Semi-urban ( one):  20,000-50,000  population 
o Rural  (four):  5,000-20,000  population 

• Across the  five  states,  we  collected  71  state-unique  bidi 
and  240  state-unique SLT p ackages 

• State-unique  cigarette  packs  (n=71) collected  in th e  
same  area are used  as a reference  group i n th is study
 

Bidi  example 

Rajasthan c ollection:
21 bidi
42  smokeless  tobacco
 
16  cigarette 

Maharashtra 
collection:
8 bidi
30  smokeless  tobacco
 
18  cigarette 

Uttar  Pradesh c ollection:
15  bidi
90 smokeless tobacco 
18  cigarette 

Assam  collection:
8 bidi
42  smokeless  tobacco 
11 cigarette 

Karnataka collection:
19  bidi
36  smokeless  tobacco 
8 cigarette 

Smokeless  tobacco
 
example
 

Results 

• The  bidi  collection h ad  a greater p ercent of 
unique  brands,  while  SLT p roducts had  a greater
  
number: 
o 55 b rands accounted  for th e 71  state-unique 

bidi  packs;  three  brands  (5%) were  found  in
  
multiple  states 

o 97  brands  accounted  for th e  240 state-unique 
SLT p roducts; 19 brands  (20%) were  found  in  
multiple  states 

• The median p rice  for a  pack  of  bidis  was 12  
rupees  (₹) (range:  ₹5-₹25).  The  median p rice  for
  
SLT p roducts was  ₹5 ( range:  ₹1-₹300). During  
data collection  ₹65  ≅ 1 USD 

• Cigarettes:  29 brands associated  with 7 1  packs,  
seven b rands  (24%) were  found  in mu ltiple  states,  
a median p rice of  ₹95 

Conclusions 

• The pricing and brand variability of bidis provides  
the appearance  of  many  small  producers 

• The price  and  brand distribution acr oss  states of 
SLT p roducts  looked  similar to  cigarettes 

• Very  few  bidi and  SLT p roducts were  found  
without an In dian H WL  (regardless of  being  
current (April,  2017  implementation)  or co mpliant) 
o This  may be  indicative  of  localized production
  

and  distribution 
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