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Back&round 
Article 11 of the World Health Organization's Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control (FCTCJ requires that parties implement effective tobacco 
packaging and labelingmeasurestoincrease public awareness of the 
negative health impacts of tobacco ptoducts. 

Objec tive 
The Tobacco Pack Surveillance Sys,tem (TPackSSJ was developed to 
document the variety of tobacco packs available in 14 low· and middle· 
income countries and monitOt whether required health warnings are being 
implemented as intended. 

Methods 
• Tobacco packs systematically purchased in 14 coontries in 2013, 

including China. India and VietNam 
• Three cities in India and VietNam and five cities in China, of the top 

ten most populated cities in each country. selected based on cultural, 
geographicandlinguisticdiversity 

• In each city, tobacco packs purchased from up to 	12 vendors selected 
from low, middle and high socioeconomic neighborhoods 

• Cigarette packs displaying health warning labels (HWLJ in rotation at the 
time of purchase coded for key HWL requirements by two independent 
coders; discrepancies were resolved 

Conclusions 
• Compliance with key HWL requirements was high for packs from Viet 

Nam and China; less than half of the packs from India were compliant 
with keyHWlrequirements 

• In 	most instances of non<ompliance, warnings were found to be smaller 
than spedfiedbycountryrequirements 

• Continual surveillance of tobacco packaging can inform advocacy efforts 
to strengthen implementation of packaging and labeling laws 

• Since data collection, VietNam and India have passed new laws, 
requiring pictorial health warnings in VietNam and increasing the size 
of India's pictorial warnings to 85% 

• Wave II of data collection will allow for comparison with baseline data 
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VietNam 

• 146 unique packs were collected in Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City and Da 
Nang 

• 83 packs displayed the Viet Nam HWl in use at the lime of purchase 
• 76% of packsdisplayina a VietNam HWL in use at time of purchase 

met all four key HWL requirements of the Viet Nam law 
• Requirements in place at the time of purchase fulfilled the minimum 

specifications in FCTC Article II in regards to HWLiocalion, size and 
color: Viet Nam HWLs now include pictures 
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India 

• 130 unique packs were collected in Mumbai, New Delhi and Chennai 
• 75packsdisplayedan lndiaHWLinuseatthetimeofpurchase 
• 47% of packs displaying an India HWL in use at the lime of purchase 

met all four key HWL requirements of the India law 
• Requirements in place at the lime of purchase aligned with FCTC Article 

11 recommendations that warnings include pictures: India HWLs will 
soon cover 85% of bolh principle display areas 
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China 

• 458 unique packs were collected in Beijing, Guanezhou, Shanghai, 
KunminaandChengdu 

• 357 packs displayed a China HWL in use at the lime of purchase 
• 96% of packs displaying a China HWL in use at the time of purchase 

mel all four key China HWL requirements 
• Requirements in place at the time of purchase fulfilled the minimum 

specifications in FCTC Article 11 in regards to HWLiocation and size: 
however, requirements do not ali&n with recommendations that HWLs 
include picluresorthatwarningsusespecifiedcolorsthatenhance 
visibility and legiblity 

Comphancew1th Key 
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Other Findings 

This pack displays the name                in the back&round of the while 
portion of the packaging. The name is carried throueh the health warning 

label. reducinlillheclarityof thewarning. 

Acrossthepacks.therewasvariation inthecoloroflhepicturedepictina 
the ill effects of tobacco. 

China regulations permit the 
backJroundcolorofthewarningto 
be the same as the existing color or 

patternofthepackagina. 

Chinare;:ulationsrequirethat the 
heatth warningtextand backaround 

sufficiently contrast but do not 
specifywhichcolorsshould be used. 

wwww.globaltobaccocontrol.org/tpackss 
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